
 

 

 

 
Volume 61 No 1 December 2021 – January 2022 



 

 

A welcoming, inclusive and worshipping community of God, 

committed to justice, learning and care, 

anticipating a world transformed by the love of God. 

  

  

SCOTS CHURCH ADELAIDE 

Uniting Church in Australia 

  

 

 

  

237 North Terrace Adelaide 5000  

phone 08 8223 1505 

Fax: 08 8232 6816 

 

Email: admin@scotschurch.org  

Website: http://scotschurch.org 

www.facebook.com/scotschurchadelaide 

 

 

 

 

Ministers 
Rev Dr Peter Trudinger 

Rev Jill Lienert  
 

 

 



1 DECEMBER 2021 – JANUARY 2022 

Minister’s Message    December 2021 - 

January 2022 
This edition of Talk sees another year end, and a new one start. I came across an article recently in which 

the author proposed a single word to sum up the dominant feeling for the year. For 2020, the word might 

be distress. Last year, the onset of the pandemic created much anxiety and distress, in Australia complicated 

by the aftereffects of the bushfires. Yet, we buckled down and got on with the “fight” against COVID-19, 

accepting restrictions and lockdowns as necessary strategies, not only in Australia but overseas as well. By 

the end of the year, things were looking positive.   
 

That changed in 2021. The virus returned in a new form and forced another round of restrictions, often 

heavier than before. The article opted for the word exhaustion. Distress, according to the author, has been 

replaced by a state of languishing – a sustained period of “going nowhere” in which social connections are 

degraded and much of the sense of meaning lost. I wonder how much of the demonstrations we have seen 

might arise from otherwise rational people trying to claw back some feeling of significance as an 

individual? In SA we have been lucky, but one just has to listen to the comments of those arriving back in 

the state on November 23 to see the emotional content of the opening of the borders for those who had been 

isolated outside. 
 

This Talk spans a change in the calendar year. But the Christian tradition differs. In our tradition, a new 

year starts four Sundays before Christmas, with the season of Advent, a time of preparation for the 

celebration of Christmas as the coming of Christ into the world.  This Talk is thus the first of a new year.  
 

Tradition also assigns four words to the four Sundays of Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. In grand 

theological language, one might say that the birth of Jesus is God’s great act of love for the world, which 

gives us hope for the future, when there is peace, and so is a source of joy. 
 

Yet, in a less lofty, more practical way, those four words might also be a prescription for the treatment of 

the malaise of languishing and the feeling of exhaustion. The author I mentioned before pointed out that 

many studies have shown that acts of care for others, small acts of love, have a positive effect not only on 

the other, but also on the person showing care. Of course, we have known this since the time of St Paul, if 

not before, who in a well-known passage pointed out that the greatest gift for a person was to be able to 

show love to others (1 Corinthians 13). In carrying out acts of care, even small ones, we reinforce our 

identity as Christians and feel greater meaning as members of the community of divine love, the “Kingdom 

of God.”  
 

Those other three words – hope, peace and love – follow on from this. An act of love to another brings hope 

to the other, that they are valued and worthy of care and with it joy. But also, it brings these things to the 

one who does the act. Repeated acts, no matter how small, accumulate and change us, gradually, into people 

whose lives are marked by hope, peace and joy.  
 

If we characterise 2021 as a year of exhaustion and languishing, then this coming Christmas offers us an 

opportunity to begin a new campaign to overcome the old year. The tradition of giving gifts to others is a 

starting point, from which we can re-orient our outlook. What can I give today? Even a small thing. Not so 

much “Practice makes perfect” but “practice makes peace and joy.” 
 

What is more, in the current situation, the recipients of those small acts should not be limited to other 

people, but also to all our kin on this planet and the planet itself. Just as acts of humanitarian care give hope 

to other people, so too do acts of ecological care give hope for the future life of all on earth. 
 

What word will be used to sum up the coming year? As a Christmas blessing, I offer four: May this 

Christmas be the start of a year of love, of hope, of peace, and of joy for you and for all the world. 
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Rev Dr Peter Trudinger 

December 2021 – January 2022 Services 
(Sunday Services at 10.30am – Rev Dr Peter Trudinger) 

 
 

 

5th December  
 

Second Sunday in Advent: Peace 

The Empty Christmas Tree 

 

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79;  

Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

 

12th December 

 

 

Third Sunday in Advent: Joy 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6;  

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

 

19th December 

 

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent: Love 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:47-55; Psalm 80:1-7;  

Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 

 

24th December 

 

 

Christmas Eve, 8pm 

Carols and Candles 

 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14;  

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

At sundown we fill the church with the light of 

candles as we celebrate and meditate on the 

first Christmas. 
 

25th December 

 

 

Christmas Day, 9:30am 
 

Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7;  

Luke 2:1-7, 8-20, or John 1:1-14 

 

26th December 

 

 

First Sunday of Christmas 

 

 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 20; Psalm 148;  

Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

 

2nd January 

 

 

Christmas 2 

Service of Holy Communion 

Preacher: Rev Jill Lienert 

 

 

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20;  

Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1: (1-9), 10-18 

6th January, Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;  

Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

9th January 

 

 

Baptism of Jesus 

 

 

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17;  

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

16th January 

 

 

Epiphany 2 

 

 

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

 

23rd January 

 

 

Epiphany 3 

 

 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19;  

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

 

30th January 

 

 

Epiphany 4 

Preacher: Rev Jill Lienert 

 

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6;  

1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

 

 

Worship Notes  
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Seasons of the Church Year 
The two months, January and December, contain three seasons of the church year. At Christmas, of course, we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus.  The celebration of Christmas extends for twelve days, until Epiphany, January 6th. 

The primary decoration in the church at Christmas is a crèche, or manger scene, depicting the baby Jesus in the 

stable at his birth along with his parents, visitors and animals. This tradition dates back to St Francis. According 

to another tradition, the Christmas tree and its decorations are taken down by the twelfth day of Christmas. 
 

Advent is a time for preparation for Christmas. There is another tradition that carols are not sung in Advent 

before Christmas Eve, as they are not appropriate before the baby Jesus is born.   
 

The third season is Epiphany, which begins on January 6th and continues to the Transfiguration, February 27th. 

Epiphany means “appearance,” or “display” and the day of Epiphany commemorates the visit of the three wise 

men to the baby Jesus. (Strictly speaking, we should not 

have the wise men in the crèche scene at Christmas.) The 

wise men were non-Jewish holy men. Their visit to Jesus is 

taken to show that the birth of Jesus was not just for the 

Jewish people, but for non-Jews (gentiles) as well. Singing 

of Christmas carols traditionally ends at Epiphany. 
 

Looking ahead, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, 

Palm Sunday is April 10th and Easter Day, April 17th. 
 

Advent Studies 
There will be two Advent Studies this year, held on 

Wednesday from 10.15am-11.45am in Peter’s office at 

Scots. Dates are 1st December and 15th December 
 

Rev Dr Peter Trudinger 

 

Empty Christmas Tree 
Sunday 5th December 

 

For some years, Scots has upheld the tradition of having an Empty Christmas Tree in the sanctuary 

area in the front of the church during Advent. This year it will remain empty for the first Sunday of 

Advent, but on the second Sunday (5th December), members of the Congregation will be asked to 

contribute toys and gifts suitable for children, which Uniting Communities Eastern Services (located 

at Clayton Wesley Uniting Church) distribute each year to needy 

families who are not able to buy Christmas gifts for their children.  

There will be an opportunity in the church service on the 5th December 

for members of the congregation to bring such gifts to the front of the 

Church and put them around the Christmas Tree. Some may prefer to 

give a cash donation which can be used to purchase other gifts for 

children.   

The money and gifts received will be delivered to Clayton Wesley in 

the following week, so that the tree will again be empty because the 

gifts so generously donated by the congregation will have gone to be 

distributed to those who need them, in time for Christmas. 

 

Margaret Secombe 

  

 

An Invitation for December 19th  
I invite you to drop round to the Manse 
on December 19th, after worship (from 

12.30 on). You are welcome to come for 
lunch (a simple meat and salad affair), or 

drop in later in the day for coffee. 

Peter 
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Report on the Recent Meeting of the Wimala 

Presbytery  
On Saturday 30th October, ministers and representatives from the congregations of Wimala Presbytery, 

scattered across the north of the state and the city, came together at Morialta Uniting Church for a half day 

meeting under Covid-safe conditions. Another eleven people joined via Zoom, including Rev Jill Lienert 

from her farmhouse in Sedan. After a session of worship, members broke into regional groupings to share 

their recent experiences and initiatives. A number made the comment that they really appreciated this sort 

of opportunity to listen to those from other congregations find out how they were dealing with difficulties 

and working towards new achievements. The chance to learn from the experiences of other congregations 

was an important part of this sharing. From there we moved to focus groups dealing with topics relevant to 

congregational life. Members had been able to select in advance which group they wanted to attend. 

The morning tea period that followed provided another opportunity for people to mingle and talk with one 

another. Notable for their presence at Presbytery for the first time was a group of African members of an 

Elizabeth congregation, all from Barundi. Though not formal representatives, they had been invited to 

attend as a group to get a wider experience of the Uniting Church community. One was an older man, the 

others younger, two men and two women well dressed, with an air of seriousness and distinction, and 

appreciative of the chance to speak with other members of the Uniting Church. 

The formal business meeting of the Presbytery convened after morning tea. The highlight of the business 

for the day was the presentation of two candidates for ordination, both women, one for the office of deacon, 

the other for the office of minister. The Chair of the Presbytery Pastoral Relations Committee, Rev Rebecca 

Purling, introduced each candidate in turn, outlined their background and preparation for ministry and then 

asked each to share with the Presbytery the circumstances of their calling and their hopes for what they 

could achieve in ministry. The acceptance of both for ordination was received with acclamation. 

The smooth running of the whole meeting, as well as the fact that it concluded on time at 1.00pm, was a 

tribute to the careful planning and thorough organization of the Presbytery Executive, particularly the new 

secretary, Carol Lang. Members left with a sense that the opportunity to meet, share experiences and make 

decisions together had been a confirming and worthwhile experience. Jill Lienert on Zoom said that she 

had appreciated the opportunity to talk online with the other ten who had Zoomed into the meeting. 

Margaret Secombe 

 

 

 

Church leaders call for a path that gives hope for God’s creation 

 

The Uniting Church has joined churches from across the region in calling on the Australian Government to 

play its part in global action addressing climate change. 

The President of the Uniting Church in Australia Rev Sharon Hollis has co-signed an open letter to the 

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison expressing a shared concern that we must act on climate change 

before it is too late. 

“We must act now. For the love of God, for the love of creation, and for the love of neighbour, we must 

take steps that will limit the impacts of climate change, so that all who make their home on earth can 

flourish. We can no longer wait,” said Rev Hollis. 

The letter was signed by the leaders of major Christian denominations in Australia such as the Anglican, 

Baptist, Quakers, Salvation Army and Churches of Christ as well as Uniting Aboriginal and Islander 

Christian Congress (UAICC) Interim National Chair Rev Mark Kickett, National Council of Church in 
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Australia (NCCA) President Bishop Philip Huggins and Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) General 

Secretary Rev James Bhagwan who will be in Glasgow for the COP26 meeting. 

The letter reads, “We believe Australia can be a 

leader and champion of ambitious climate action 

and should pursue a path that gives the greatest 

hope for the future of God's creation.” 

In the lead up to the COP26 meeting, the letter 

urges the Australian Government to scale up 

Australia’s 2030 emissions reduction target to at 

least 50% and ambitiously aim for higher to help 

limit global temperature rise to less than 1.5 C. 

It also calls for “a just and sustainable transition 

for communities currently dependent on carbon 

intensive industries” and policies that support 

people, nations and ecosystems that are most 

vulnerable to climate change. 

Noongar man and UAICC National Interim Chair 

Rev Mark Kickett said First Peoples felt a 

responsibility to care for the earth. 

“We as custodians of our country have been given the privilege to care for mother earth. For First Nations 

people, it is part of who we are,” said Rev Kickett. “Our relationship with God demands that we need to 

care for this country which has been entrusted to us.” 

Rev Hollis said the letter expressed a shared concern among Australian churches but also a willingness to 

be a part of the solution. 

“It will take all levels of government, churches, businesses and the wider community work together to 

achieve a sustainable future. Our combined letter to the Prime Minister signals that churches are ready to 

play our part, and that we wholeheartedly support more ambitious commitments to safeguard the most 

vulnerable in our region and beyond.” 

Uniting Church in Australia Assembly, Media Release 18th October 2021 

What’s On… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret and Anne with Climate Action banners on our signboard 

 

Lunch with Friends at Scots 

Christmas Gathering 

The Lunch with Friends at Scots group will be holding its 

Christmas gathering on Thursday December 2nd 

from 12 noon to 2.00 pm.   

Lunch (food and drinks) will be provided.   

A warm welcome to all who wish to join! 
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The second edition of Making Love Real by The Reverend David Mclndoe Hodges AM was released 

October in print and as an ebook. Originally published in 2010, this new edition contains previously 

unreleased material about David and his legacy 

The Reverend David Mclndoe Hodges (1924-2012), minister at Scots from 1960-

1968, was an inspiring and gifted minister for more than 50 years. His services 

to religion and the community were recognised nationally in 1983 when he was 

appointed a Member of the Order of Australia (AM). David was a leading figure 

in the Uniting Church but is best remembered for his inclusive, innovative and 

diverse programs that enriched and empowered individuals and their 

communities. His passionate beliefs about the need for the Churches to reform 

their practice of Christianity for a new era were heard all the way from Australia 

to New York. 

Available in print from The Book Depository, Amazon or Booktopia, ISBN 978-

0-6489508-0-6 or as an ebook from Amazon Kindle: 

www.amazon.com.au/dp/B09LCTH9RY/ 

All proceeds from sales go to Uniting AgeWell's “Music For David” program: 

unitingagewell.org/get-involved/support-us/music-for-david-program 

 

Lecture Series on Christian Dissent 
A lecture series on Christian Dissent will be held over the first two weeks of December.  

These will take the form of a short lecture and discussion in the church,  

followed by light refreshments in McGregor Hall.  

Time: 5.00pm – 6.00pm. Members of the congregation are warmly invited to attend. 

 

Tuesday 7th December Radical Christianity 13Cth: St Francis 
    Gareth Pritchard, Senior Lecturer in History 
 

Thursday 9th December  Early Modern Christianity: Radical Women 
    Dr Claire Walker, Senior Lecturer in History 
 

Tuesday 14th December  Religious Freedom in 19Cth Scotland 
    Margaret Secombe, Senior Lecturer in Education, retired 
 

Thursday 16th December  Martin Luther King: 20th C 
    Mahendra Chitrarasu 
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Hearing young people's voices 
The Search for Meaning Seminar 

A couple of weeks ago I read an article on the BBC website 

about a new global survey in which young people were asked 

about their feelings regarding the future. Researchers from 

the University of Bath interviewed more than 10,000 people 

aged between 16 and 25, in ten different countries. One of 

these countries was Australia. 

 

The results were striking. Nearly 60 percent said that they felt 

worried or very worried about the future. More than 45 

percent said that their concerns about the future affected their 

everyday lives. The most depressing finding was that 56 

percent said that they think humanity is doomed. 

 
Amongst the young people from Australia, 81 percent agreed 

that humanity had failed to care for the planet, 57 percent 

expect to have fewer opportunities than their parents, and 43 

percent are hesitant to have children. 

 

These statistics are entirely in keeping with my own experiences of talking to students at the University of 

Adelaide. I know that many of them have been deeply alienated by their experiences of education. I know that 

they worry about whether they will find suitable employment, about whether they will ever be able to buy a 

house, and, above all, about how their lives will be impacted by the environmental crisis. 

 

What is more difficult to know is how young people cope psychologically and emotionally with their concerns 

about the future. My guess is that people of my generation know next to nothing about the lives of our young 

people. There is no space in the school or university curriculum to discuss these issues. I suspect that many or 

most young people don't talk much to their parents about what really goes on in their heads. I have been told by 

my students that, in many families, parents and children live in their separate, online worlds, and that they rarely 

interact about anything meaningful. 

 

It is for this reason that Jill, Peter, Margaret and I decided to organise a seminar on the theme The Search for 

Meaning. We decided to stage the event on Saturday 11th September in the church hall. There would be three 

sessions: the first on education and careers, the second on mental health and wellbeing, and the third on 

relationships. The event would run from 10am to 4pm, so it would be quite a long day. We agreed that the focus 

of the day would be to give the young people the opportunity to talk about their lives. Our main job would be 

to listen. 

 

I sent an email invitation to students whom I thought might be interested, and I put posters up around the campus. 

Jill also advertised the event through her channels. I must confess that I was a bit nervous about whether anybody 

would show up. Most students nowadays grow up in a very secular environment, and for them the Church is an 

alien institution. 

 
On the day, enough students came for the event to be worthwhile. The group was quite small, but the quality of 

the discussion was exceptionally high. I touched base afterwards with all the young people who came, and all 

of them were positive about the seminar. They said that they particularly enjoyed hearing the perspectives of 

older people on the Big Questions. We definitely want to continue with our effort to build a bridge across North 

Terrace between Scots and the University campuses.  

Gareth Pritchard 
 

…continued over page… 
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…Hearing young people's voices continued… 

Reflections from Jill, Community Connections Minister 
When people arrived for the seminar, there was, immediately, a great deal of enthusiasm for conversation and 

connections. The major conversation being COVID restrictions, lockdowns and vaccine issues across the 

country. This topic seems to have displaced the more traditional conversations of weather and health. The 

atmosphere was friendly and open when the program began. Peter Trudinger welcomed everyone to Scots and 

gave an Acknowledgement of Country suitable to the occasion. 

 

Gareth gave the first reflection along with a variety of questions. His knowledge of, and relationship with, 

these students meant that trust already existed. This gave birth to honest and gutsy replies to questions as well 

as sincere questions of both ideas put forward and the questions asked. 

 

I gave the second reflection, and this was well received, I think. Without knowledge of the students this 'talk' 

was a bit of a stab in the dark and I might never take the same approach again. However, I think it did get people 

reflecting on their journey and I hope it built trust and encouraged further conversation. 

 

I was not surprised by the replies of students to the various questions. Wearing my ignorance on my sleeve 

(especially around understanding how Tinder works) was enlightening. At times, personal conversations caught 

me off-guard. As both of these conversations occurred during breaks, I thought it would be good to share these: 

 

‘Tell me about God, I am curious. Why do you believe in God?’ My response felt more like an Apologist of the 

4th Century arguing against what I do not believe rather than stating succinctly what I do. 

 

‘What do you think about Prostitution?’ brought me immediately to an uncomfortable place where I 

understand my view does not match that of the Christian Church. I have no doubt that the students involved 

in that conversation were aware of a deep-seated vulnerability around this question. 

 

I don't doubt that the students found that being able to talk opening face to face with a bunch of curious, caring, 

non-judging and kind older adults was very freeing, and I would like to think that we will be quick to follow up 

with activity to engage conversation again in an attitude of respect. 

 

But maybe it was the older adults that gained the most from this day. Firstly, the students engaged with us which 

(as most of us were strangers) was bold, courageous and, in many ways shows how deep their desire for this 

conversation was. Students were then encouraged to be open and honest in their responses to our questions. 

Again, this took courage. 

 

The free-flowing dialogue was the greatest success of the day. I think we have shown that we are listening and 

ought to set another date to ensure this continues. Listening once was enlightening, we can only be there beside 

these students if this dialogue continues.  

Jill Lienert 
 

For the follow-up activity to the Search for Meaning Seminar, see page 7 of this TALK: 
The Christian Dissent Lectures. 

 

 

“Suicide - No Secret” Banners in Country 

Churches 
Scots Church Council agreed in August to pay for ten extra Suicide Awareness Banners which would be 

offered to country congregations in the Wimala Presbytery. Eight of these were taken up by country 

congregations in the York Peninsula area and on Kangaroo Island.  

We have had a photo and email from the minister at Kadina/Wallaroo thanking us for enabling the 

congregation to recognise mental health issues in their rural community and assuring us that they had put 
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the banner away safely for use next year. Peter Trudinger took another photo at the Lochiel Uniting Church 

where their Suicide Awareness Banner looked out over the town’s salt lake.  

Margaret Secombe 
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From our Community Connections 

Minister 
Herbie! 
Adelaide City Council created, delivered and 

maintained Herbie, the herb truck, on our 

forecourt to celebrate Wellbeing Month in 

October. Herbie arrived on 16th October and 

was removed on November 1st.  

The idea of this display was for people to pick 

a leaf or two of the unusual collection of herbs, 

enjoy their aroma and maybe take the leaves 

home to use in their cooking. Much to our 

dismay, on day one we lost 35 herbs, with not 

only people working out how to remove the 

plant from the pot but also an individual who 

decided to show people how to do this and then 

had the front to ask us for some plastic bags!  

City of Adelaide horticulture department 

faithfully rejuvenated Herbie each day over 

the couple of weeks the display was on our 

forecourt. We are grateful to them for this 

display which made people stop on our forecourt and realise that there is a Church here.  

A review of this initiative may well lead to us having Herbie again, but we are keen to expand on the idea 

by having people cooking or demonstrating how to use the herbs or even having samples of international 

foods using the herbs. We are talking about next having Herbie for Youth Week in May 2022.  

Austin Street Mural, it’s an idea: 
Here are a couple of photos of our wall that faces Austin 

Street. It is also the view from the balconies and 

windows on many of the apartments in the La Loft 

Mansions. It is the view that people accessing Austin 

Street for work or leisure see, possibly every day.  
 

In a neighbourly gesture, and a way of promoting who 

we are as a church, I have spoken with the City of 

Adelaide Arts Unit about placing a mural on this wall. 

A mural that would bring colour, life and wellbeing to 

those who view it.  
 

I have talked with a few very interested Artists; their 

skill is amazing. I’ve talked to all the right people about permits and so forth and the project is all very 

achievable. 
 

But, being ambitious, I don’t want to just create a mural – I am hoping we can make this a community 

project where people living in La Loft Mansions, us, The Big Issue and those working in the Austin Street 

precinct all work together to create the design. And, this takes a special kind of artist who can listen, pull 

together ideas and then work with people to create the final product.  
 

Because this is a public space, the mural cannot advertise anything or have overt political or religious 

slogans or pictures on it. I am thinking about having the topic as ‘wellbeing’. What images do we imagine 

when you think of wellbeing? What images remind us of wholeness (Shalom)? What images relax us, 

By the way, yes, that is Karl! He made a visit to the Orthodontist 
up the road and thought Herbie was a load of fun. 
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remind us to be mindful and carry us into a better space? Is it nature, movement, creativity, colour, 

awareness….? 

You might know an Artist that you think would be ideal. 

You might like to get involved. Your children, 

grandchildren or neighbour might like to be involved.  
 

There are hurdles to jump yet, but I am keen to know if I 

have the support of the congregation in this project. Once, 

we get organised it will all happen fairly quickly, so please 

come and talk to me if you are interested or know of people 

who may be.  
 

To get us thinking, here are some other murals in the city: 

  
Top: Mural for SALA & The Howling Owl Cafe 

(Vaughan Place) by Tarns & Jimmy C 

Left: “Market Daydream” (Grote Street Central 

Markets entrance) by Tiff Rysdale, Jade 

Harland and Ryan Turner  

Below: “Portal of Possibility” (City Library off 

Rundle Mall) by David Booth and Carla McRae 
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The end of an era 
Reverend Professor Andrew Dutney Resignation 

It is with mixed feelings and deep regret that the Synod Standing Committee of South Australia 

accepted the resignation of the Reverend Professor Andrew Dutney from his roles as Executive Officer and 

Principal with Uniting College for Leadership and Theology on Friday, October 15th, 2021. 

Andrew has had an illustrious and dedicated career with the Uniting Church in Australia. His ministry has been 

characterised by innovative leadership in theological education, research and teaching both nationally and 

internationally. His deep knowledge, understanding and love for the Basis of Union in the Uniting Church 

epitomises his passion for God’s church in the world. ‘His ability to bring the Basis of Union to life and his 

ability to engage with students at all levels of learning has been a privilege to observe,’ said the Moderator, 
Bronte Wilson. 

Andrew has achieved many significant milestones during his leadership including his appointment to the South 

Australian Council of Reproductive Technology in 1990 and as its chairperson from 1996 until 2005. He has 

been a member of the Advisory Board of the Ethics Centre of South Australia and the Human Research Ethics 

Committee of the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in Sydney and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Adelaide. A 

regular guest on local ABC radio, Andrew was also a columnist for the Adelaide Independent and Australian 

Leadership with particular focus on questions of public and practical theology that emerged through his 
involvement with the wider South Australian community. 

As a member of the Theology Faculty of Flinders University, he was regularly 

involved in committees, working groups and networks within the University and 

was the Founding Director of the Adelaide College of Divinity/Flinders 
University Centre for Theology, Science and Culture from 1999 to 2005. 

Andrew was promoted to Associate Professor in 2003 and then to Professor in 

2010 and is the only member of the Theology Faculty to have been made a full 
Professor at Flinders University. 

In addition to his leadership in theological education, Andrew took on the role 

as the Uniting Church Assembly’s 13th President, guiding the Uniting Church 

through a challenging period of exploring what God is calling the Uniting 

Church to be. 

In 2016, on his return from his time as President, Andrew resumed his role as the Principal of Uniting College 

for Leadership and Theology, later taking on the role of Executive Officer of the newly formed Mission and 

Leadership Development Ministry Centre. While continuing to research and teach, he designed and 

implemented the Mission and Leadership Development Board and various sub-committees; restructured and 

integrated the Adelaide College of Divinity into the Uniting College, together with the staff of the Adelaide 

Theological Library. He also oversaw the refurbishment of the College and welcomed the United Aboriginal 

and Islander Congress into the shared campus that is now known as Yarthu-apinthi. 

A prolific writer he is widely published and recognised as an expert in ethics, theology, theological education 
and especially in the history, theology and polity of the Uniting Church. 

‘It is with profound sadness that we acknowledge Andrew’s decision to resign at this time. It is also with deep 

gratitude that we acknowledge his contribution to the faith and unity of the universal Church, both nationally 

and internationally. In South Australia we have been especially blessed by his gifts and the many ways he has 
contributed to the life and witness of the Uniting Church,’ said Reverend Felicity Amery, General Secretary. 

Reverend Professor Andrew Dutney will conclude his placement in December 2021 and intends to live without 

distraction as he looks forward to fresh opportunities to continue to imagine new possibilities for himself and 

his wife, Heather. 

From https://sa.uca.org.au/new-times/press-release-andrew-dutney-resignation 
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The Christmas Bowl 
Scots will once again participate in the Christmas Bowl during the Advent 

and Christmas season of 2021. 

It’s been more than 70 years since Rev. Frank Byatt started the Christmas 

Bowl. He put a Bowl of Remembrance on his Christmas dinner table and 

asked his loved ones to place a gift in it to ‘share your good dinner with 

hungry children in other lands.’  

Frank couldn’t have foreseen how his simple act of compassion that evening would grow into the powerful 

Christmas Bowl tradition we now know is celebrated in thousands of churches across Australia. And he 

couldn’t have known how much it would be needed in our world today. When Frank sat down to his 

Christmas dinner in 1949, he knew millions of people were starving in war-ravaged Europe. And he was 

compelled to offer help. 

As we break bread with our loved ones this Christmas, our thoughts will be for our sisters and brothers who 

have been forced from their homes, and loved ones, by conflict or disaster. Please join with us again this 

Christmas Bowl, as together we share God's love, helping create a world where uprooted people have a safe 

place to belong. 

Like 2020 before it, 2021 was a year of turbulence and disruption. The coronavirus pandemic continued to 

impact us all, with congregations again having to connect virtually, and many community members 

suffering. 

And as is often the case, the impact was not felt evenly, with the poorest among us hit hardest, especially 

the 82 million people around the world uprooted from the stability of their homes by conflict or disaster, 

and the people caught up in the humanitarian crises caused by this year’s conflicts in Ethiopia, Myanmar, 

Gaza and the fall of Afghanistan. 

In the midst of this division and chaos, the Christmas Bowl is a vital channel for expressing our unity in 

Christ. And it provides a powerful mechanism for sharing God’s love, with those who need it, through 

practical Christian action. 

Thank you for being part of this important tradition, 

and helping to create a world where uprooted people 

have a safe place to belong. 

 

In the Christmas story we see God choosing to 

become our neighbour by taking on human flesh. This 

is an act of love from God that draws us into the story 

of God’s love for all creation and invites us to be 

witnesses to God’s love through our loving action in 

the world. 

The Christmas Bowl provides us with a practical way 

to show love for our neighbours most in need. Your 

gift to the Christmas Bowl will remind our neighbours 

around the world that they are not forgotten, that they 

are loved and that we are all part of God’s love. As we 

celebrate Christmas, may our love for our neighbour 

grow. 

Rev. Sharon Hollis, 

President, Uniting Church in Australia 
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An Ecumenical Christmas in 

Scotland 
“What will you do for Christmas?” my friends and family asked. I was about to have four months in Britain and 

Europe and had given no thought to Christmas. “Probably go to church and have Christmas dinner at the hotel 

or wherever I would be staying at the time” I answered, as I had no hard fixed itinerary. 

However, in late November I was in 

Edinburgh and made contact with the 

Iona Community there. 

As young Australian Presbyterians we 

had heard all about the island of Iona 

from our students in Scotland and I had 

been on the Community mailing list for 

some years. They offered me a place at 

their International Christmas Week at 

the Abbey, that I was very happy to 

accept. 

On Wednesday 21st December 1977 I was in cold, foggy London and set out on the 24-hour journey to Iona: 

overnight train to Glasgow, taxi from the mainline station to Queen Street Station for the train to Oban, steamer 

to the Island of Mull, bus across the island and finally a very small ferry to the Island of Iona. I had booked my 

train trip first class so that I could have a sleeper and on the train to Oban I found myself alone in a compartment 

where I was continually moving from side to side as we travelled through the West Highland hills and along the 

shores of Loch Lomond. A delightful trip! At Oban I met a number of others going to Iona who had travelled in 

second class on the train. (I travelled with them on the way home - company not scenery.) 

In the five-hundred-year old Abbey we were a truly international gathering of people looking for somewhere to 

spend a Christian Christmas during the very brief holiday break. There were about forty adult guests and quite 

a number of children, and with members of the Community and other staff there were more than sixty people 

altogether. The majority were students, not just Scottish and English but some from Canada and the USA, from 

various European countries including Germany, France and Denmark, a couple of Asians and many Africans. 

Unlike our Australian churches whose missionary activity has been mainly in Asia and the Pacific, the Scottish 

church's overseas outreach is chiefly in Africa and we had missionaries and people from several African 

countries. I shared a room with a delightful young woman from Malawi who was studying at a women's 

theological college in Edinburgh. 

St Columba and some of his Irish followers founded a monastery on Iona in 563AD and spread their Celtic 

Christianity through that part of Scotland. His buildings became a Benedictine Abbey in 1203 and were rebuilt 

about 1500AD. The abbey fell into disrepair after the Reformation and a parish church was built in the village. 

However, in 1899 the landholder, the Duke of Argyll, presented it to the Church of Scotland and its great church 

was restored in the following years. In the 1930s the Rev'd Dr George Macleod brought together a group of 

Scottish ministers and lay people who were concerned for unity and social justice. They studied and worked 

together and in summer each year began to restore the abbey ruins, clergy and lay men labouring together  

“not to get the roof on but to sit at meat with craftsmen brothers”. Since then the Iona Community have made 

the rebuilt buildings a centre for worship, study and wider fellowship, producing experimental thinking and 

action and a wide variety of worship resources. (We sometimes use their “Wild Goose” hymns and prayers at 

Scots Church.) 
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For guests staying at the Abbey the daily routine included regular times of worship and meditation in the great 

church, Bible studies and other optional historical or topical talks and free times for walks in the village or 

across the island and socialising. On the Friday evening we practised some hymns for our Christmas 

celebrations, not just from the Scottish Church Hymnal but from a variety of sources. The hymns from Africa, 

sung with their true rhythm and deep voices, were particularly stirring. 

 

We had a happy party on Christmas Eve, with games and dancing. Some wondered because I seemed to be 

familiar with their Scottish folk dances and were surprised to hear that we learned them at school and at 

Presbyterian Church events. Then we went into the church to begin Christmas Day with a midnight celebration 

of Holy Communion. 

For me this was a very special occasion because the Church of Scotland minister who was the designated 

celebrant for the communion at that service invited two other ordained ministers to con- celebrate with him - a 

young Danish Lutheran pastor and myself. Rules for who was allowed to celebrate the sacrament were strictly 

observed in Scotland, but in Europe the Reformed or Presbyterian Church and the Lutheran Church have total 

intercommunion (unlike Australia) and I had been ordained in the Presbyterian Church of Australia so we were 

both acceptable. A service I will long remember! 

25th December was a Sunday that year. At 10.30am there was a Children’s Service. I had been part of the 

committee that planned that one. Then at noon a great Christmas Day Service was held in the Abbey. Members 

of the local village church joined with us and also stayed for the festive traditional Christmas Dinner that 

followed. (We shared domestic chores. I was on washing up duty that day and it was mammoth.) Small gifts 

were exchanged and we had a few quiet hours. Then in the evening we all went to the village church for the 

parish Carol Service. Supper, prayers and bed concluded a memorable Christmas Day. In some ways it had been 

a very familiar day, remembering the birth of the Christ Child in joyful worship and then gathering for a family 

meal, but in other ways it was a unique experience for me. I give thanks to God for the privilege of sharing in 

that Christmas celebration. 
 

Rev Norah Norris  

 

Introducing our New President-Elect - Rev Charissa Suli 

At the recent National Assembly of the UCA, Rev. Charissa Suli was elected as 

President-elect of the Uniting Church in Australia. She is the youngest and first 

person of colour to serve as President-elect, and the second ordained woman and 

will begin her term in July, 2024. 

Currently, Rev Charissa Suli is one of the National Consultants 

in the Assembly Resourcing Unit. In her role. Charissa Suli 

spends her time in the many different cultural communities 

across the Uniting Church, encouraging UCA members to be 

disciples of Christ and building networks of trust along the way. 

Charissa brings experience in mentoring youth and young 

adults and is committed to investing in their personal growth by 

creating space for them to lead in the Uniting Church. She is a 

second-generation Tongan Minister of the Word. 

 

From Uniting History SA September 2021 newsletter 
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Remembering Nancy Sheppard, AM 
Pitjantjatjara Teacher, Translator and Interpreter 

13 September 1933 – 29 August 2021 

Older members of Scots Church will remember hearing about and supporting Nancy Nicholson who from 

1954 to 1963 taught Pitjantjatjara children and adults at Ernabella and Fregon, then part of the Ernabella 

Presbyterian Mission and now part of the APY Lands in the north-west corner of South Australia. 

At that time, following the ideas laid down by Dr Charles Duguid who envisaged the mission as a ‘buffer’ 

shielding the people still living their traditional lifestyle from the detrimental effects of white settlement, 

the children travelled through the area in small family groups but when they were camped near the mission 

were expected to attend school. 

The youngest children were first introduced to reading and writing in Pitjantjatjara, taught by Indigenous 

people with guidance from Nancy, and then after several years they were introduced by Nancy to spoken 

and written English and followed the Education Department's primary curriculum so far as possible. 

It was normal for the children to go without clothing and this was encouraged because damp or dirty clothes 

caused illness. The children showered before coming into school and there were blankets for warmth on 

cooler days. 

The Rev Ron Trudinger and others had translated hymns and parts of the Bible into Pitjantjatjara but there 

were no story books or other literature in their language for the children so Nancy and other teachers wrote 

their own stories and, in those days before photocopying, made storybooks by hand. However, Nancy's 

Pitjantjatjara version of Alice in Wonderland was printed and attracted attention both in Australia and 

overseas. 

Her book ‘Sojourn on Another Planet’, published on 2004, includes a collection of anecdotes from her 

experiences as a missionary teacher at Ernabella and Fregon. (I am willing to lend a copy to anyone 

interested.) 

In 1964 Nancy returned to Sydney to teach and study sociology. When in 1967 she married physicist Dr 

Les Sheppard they lived in Adelaide where she continued to teach, translate and interpret the Pitjantjatjara 

language. She taught at Flinders University and in hospitals and law courts where she helped Indigenous 

people and those dealing with them to understand cultural differences and expectations. She was a loving 

friend to many and a tireless advocate for social justice and acceptance. 

Nancy, Les and their children were members of the Broadview Uniting Church where Les served in many 

leadership roles until age and ill health made him less active. In later years Nancy was unable to accept the 

ideas and traditional lifestyle of the local church and her enquiring mind continued to explore questions of 

faith and meaning. She was a generous, accepting and loving companion to people of many different 

cultures and her life is remembered with gratitude and affection. 

Rev Norah Norris 

 


